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Top 10 Producer in Mountain View Office 2023
Offering FREE home evaluations
38 homes sold in past 12 months

Colin Ongyerth
B Comm. (Finance) 

403.690.9677
colin.ongyerth@shaw.ca



1330 Northmount Dr. NW
(Corner of Northmount & Brisebois Dr)
www.coasttocoastgondolapizza.com

Scan & order

5% OFF FOR FIRST 
ONLINE ORDER

Pick-up &
delivery

403-837-4023
info@officialplumbingheating.ca
official-plumbing-heating.ca

Plumbing Services
Furnace Install & Repair

Drain Cleaning
Boiler Install & Repair

Electrical
$50

Service Call Fee

YOUR NORTHWEST LAW FIRM
• Convenient Signing Options
• Professional & Personal Service
• Northwest Client Discount

587-387-8008
kjm@macdonaldlawnorth.ca
300, 4503 Brisebois Dr. NW

Calgary, Alberta
macdonaldlawnorth.ca

CALGARY FINE DENTISTRY

403-284-3061
#206 1910 20th Ave, NW

www.calgaryfinedentistry.com

Dedicated to providing you with
optimal dental health.

Come check us out!

Dr. Lauren Vredenburg,
Practice owner



We are in your neighbourhood,  
with 350+ clinics across Canada.

Calgary - Northland
4820 Northland Dr NW, Unit 113

Start your 30-day FREE trial!*

When you’re ready to purchase

Save up to $ 1,700 
*

Key Features of the Latest Hearing Aids:
Improved 

sound 
clarity

Long-lasting 
rechargeable 

battery

Discreet and 
comfortable 

wear

Seamlessly connect 
to phone, TV & 
other devices

Experience the benefits of personalized  
hearing care and on-going support.

Love your ears

Mention code: NSP-TRLD-YBBE
Book online  
HearingLife.ca/care

Your hearing  
needs are unique.
Find the right  
hearing aid  
for you.

Start with a FREE hearing test*

*A comprehensive hearing assessment is provided to adults ages 19 and older at no cost. 
The results of this assessment will be communicated verbally to you. Depending on the 
province you’re located in, an administrative fee may apply if a copy of an Audiological 
Report is requested. This promotion is valid for select premium or advanced hearing aid 
models and cannot be combined with any other discount. Applies to private sales of 
premium or advanced hearing aids and discount is applied after any Government funding 
has been deducted. Some conditions apply, see clinic fordetails. O�er not valid in Quebec,
O�er expires 09/30/2024.

No matter how much you sweat, 
we can get the stink out!

CALL US TODAY AT 
403-726-9301

calgaryfreshjock.com

$50 for hockey bag full of gear. We offer cleaning services for sports 
equipment and personal protective equipment, including helmets, 
shoulder and elbow pads, knee and shin pads, footwear, skates, or 
gloves. Most equipment used by athletes or workers can be cleaned, 
disinfected, & refreshed. 

Using ozone, our system breaks down and penetrates stains, mucus, 
blood, sweat, fungus, bacteria, and mould. Ozone effectively annihilates 
99% of bacteria and viruses upon contact, encompassing both odor-
causing bacteria and those responsible for various illnesses, such as 
staph infections.

OUR OZONE PROCESS
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www.brentwoodcommunity.com  I  Community Centre, 1520B Northmount Drive NW
Mailing Address: 5107 33 Street NW T2L 1V3 • Email: office@brentwoodcommunity.com • 403-284-3477
Linda Van Holst – Office Manager • Steve Dietrich – Arena Manager

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

NAME POSITION EMAIL
VOLUNTEER BOARD OF DIRECTORS
McCURRY, Bonita President Bonita.McCurry@brentwoodcommunity.com
OSADETZ, Kirk Vice-President Kirk.Osadetz@brentwoodcommunity.com
CHOUDHARY, Shiney Secretary Shiney.Choudhary@brentwoodcommunity.com
BOYCHUK, Lisa Treasurer Lisa.Boychuk@brentwoodcommunity.com
VACANT Casino Coordinator
CHAN, Isabel Events Isabel.Chan@brentwoodcommunity.com
HILDENBRANDT, Nathan Membership Director Nathan.Hildenbrandt@brentwoodcommunity.com
JOHNSON, Peter Development and Transportation Peter.Johnson@brentwoodcommunity.com
SWAILES, Melanie Development and Transportation Melanie.Swailes@brentwoodcommunity.com
MACDONALD, Ena Figure Skating/Learn to Skate Ena.MacDonald@brentwoodcommunity.com
SIM, Cynthia Community Garden Cynthia.Sim@brentwoodcommunity.com
SIVAGNANAM, Mohan Volunteer Coordinator Mohan.Sivagnanam@brentwoodcommunity.com
SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVES
JUCKER, Jonathan Brentwood Bugle BCABugle@telus.net
KNOWLTON COCKETT, Polly Lee Environment PollyLee.KnowltonCockett@brentwoodcommunity.com
McCURRY, Bonita Soccer Coordinator Bonita.McCurry@brentwoodcommunity.com
MAKAR, Roman 55+ Bridge Group Roman.Makar@brentwoodcommunity.com
STAFF
DIETRICH, Steve Arena Manager Steve.Dietrich@brentwoodcommunity.com
VAN HOLST, Linda Office Manager Office@brentwoodcommunity.com

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed within any published 
article, report, or submission reflect those of the author and 
should not be considered to reflect those of Great News 
Media or the Community and/or Residents’ Association. 
The information contained in this newsletter is believed to 
be accurate but is not warranted to be so. 

Great News Media and the Community and/or Residents’ 
Association do not endorse any person or persons 
advertising in this newsletter. Publication of any 
advertisements should not be considered an endorsement 
of any goods or services.
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Dear Brentwoodians,

Further to Melanie Swailes’s discussion of short-term 
rental companies elsewhere in this issue, I have to 
confess that I am grouchy about self-styled “tech” 
companies whose business model seems to be taking 
something that already exists (e.g. hotels, taxis, delivery 
services) and finding ways to avoid regulation, taxes, 
and worker protection in order to keep prices low and 
profits high. Often this is done by lobbying politicians—
who are all too often out of touch with developments 
in technology—into believing that products or services 
repackaged with an app are somehow new things. One 
good example is the way that Calgary City Council was 
convinced that motor vehicles, in the form of electric 
scooters, should not only be permitted on sidewalks but 
banned from roadways. Meanwhile, human-powered 
bicycles are confined to roadways unless ridden 
by a child.

Back to School
Speaking of children riding bicycles, when this issue hits 
your mailbox or email inbox the children of Brentwood 
will be back to school. One of the great features of our 
community and neighbouring areas is the selection and 
diversity of schools available for our kids. This of course 
means lots of 30km/h zones and crosswalks, including 
the new centreline signs. I hope drivers bear in mind that 
come September there will be lots of kids making their 
way to school on foot or by bike as long as the weather 
permits—so please drive carefully and be patient!

New Playground
Brentwood’s schools also offer a wealth of play options 
for local kids in the evenings and on weekends. It 
is always exciting news when a new playground is 
planned. Long-time Brentwood resident Sara F. sent 
the following:

“I love Brentwood. It’s an incredible community to live 
and raise a family. Our humble Brentwood bungalow 
is where my husband and I have lived for 15 years. 
It’s where we started our family and continue to raise 
our children. We live walking distance from St. Luke 
School, which is where (between a few children) they’ve 
attended for eight years. St. Luke School has a modest 
playground, but my children have still spent countless 

hours hanging from the monkey bars and sliding 
down the slides. But the playground is scheduled for 
removal in July 2025, so the time has come to make new 
memories on a new play structure.”

The Brentwood Community Association has been 
supportive of the parents and students of École St. Luke 
in their quest for a new play structure.

Photo Contest
The  Bugle  is looking for Brentwood’s best amateur 
photographers to provide cover images each month. 
If you have a great snap of our neighbourhood saved 
on your phone or posted on your social media feed, 
send it in for a chance to be featured on the cover of 
an upcoming issue! Photos must be 300 DPI or higher 
(i.e. from a newer model phone or good digital camera) 
and 2400 x 1600 pixels minimum size.  If submitting 
pictures of minors, please make sure that you have 
direct, express permission to submit the picture from a 
parent or guardian. Send your photos, or any questions, 
to bcabugle@telus.net.

Yours sincerely,

Jonathan Jucker

Editor, Brentwood Bugle

    

City & 
      Village          403-816-0965

cityandvillageco@gmail.com

ConcreteConcrete  
VirtuosoVirtuoso
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Brentwood Cares - Little Food Library and More!

With your donations and support, we continue to stock 
the Brentwood Cares Little Food Library twice daily, for 
use by people of all ages and circumstances, from elders 
to students. 

Unopened, sealed items can be dropped off in the 
library itself or in the box beside the door at 3624 
Boulton Road at any time. Hats off to Brentwood for 
your continued support! 

Liza and the Brentwood Cares Team

Buy Nothing Brentwood

Give freely; share creatively! Post anything you’d like to 
give away, lend, or share; ask for anything you’d like to 
receive or borrow.

Check out the Buy Nothing Brentwood/Charleswood/
Collingwood Facebook page, or buynothingproject.org.

Calgary Police Service on Nextdoor!

Calgary Police Service now has a dedicated space to 
engage with community residents. 

You can expect to see posts on the following topics:

• Awareness and updates: events, initiatives, and 
updates in our community

• Crime trends and prevention: education, resources, 
and tools

• Community engagement: a place to share concerns, 
ideas, and feedback

• Emergency alerts: immediate notifications that affect 
our area

You can find the Calgary Police Service’s space on 
Nextdoor here: https://ca.nextdoor.com/agency-detail/
ab/calgary/calgary-police-service/.

Your Representatives in Brentwood 

City Councillor: Sean Chu (Ward 4): 
ward04@calgary.ca; 403-268-3727.

MLA: Luanne Metz (Calgary-Varsity): 
Calgary.varsity@assembly.ab.ca; 403-216-5436.

MP: Len Webber (Calgary Confederation): 
len.webber@parl.gc.ca; 403-220-0888.
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What I Learned on My Summer 
Vacation
Submitted by Melanie Swailes on behalf of the BCA 
Development and Transportation Committee

I travelled through BC and Alberta this summer, and each 
community—whether a small town or neighbourhood 
in a large city—has a unique feel. But everywhere we 
went, we also saw reminders that change can come to 
communities suddenly and unpredictably.

Jasper Wildfires
On July 22, two wildfires were burning outside of the 
town of Jasper and an evacuation order was issued. As 
of August 1, the town remains vacated: residents are still 
scattered throughout BC and Alberta or further afield, 
depending on where they found a place to stay with 
friends, family, or at a hotel or campground.

The fire hit close to home: my brother and his family are 
long-time Jasperites. For a few anxious days we followed 
updates as the fire progressed. The relief was incredible 
as we found out that my brother’s family was one of the 
lucky ones who still had a home to return to, but sadly 
many have lost everything: 358 of about 1,100 houses 
and buildings in the town were destroyed. Imagine 
leaving your home suddenly with only a few clothes or 
possessions, not knowing what you might return to.

What has struck me since is the strong community 
bonds, wanting to rebuild, focusing on what it means 
to be a Jasperite. We may take our communities and 
our Community Associations for granted, but when 
there is an emergency, they are the first point of contact 
because they already have facilities and volunteers. 
The City of Calgary opened an emergency reception 
centre in Montgomery, while other organizations 
offered support and access for evacuees including the 
YMCA, Calgary Public Library, Heritage Park, and others. 
Community matters!

As Jasper rebuilds, many Development Permits will 
have to be processed, with the added complication of 
National Park regulations. Rebuilding will be difficult 
and expensive, and some residents may sadly not be 
able to return to their former lives. The location is a 
challenge since construction materials and workers 

BRENTWOOD DEVELOPMENT AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

will have to come a long way, and the latter will need 
accommodations, already in short supply before the fire.

Short Term Rental (STR) Impacts
One reason for the shortage of housing in places like 
Jasper is the proliferation of short-term rentals such as 
Airbnb, bookable online from anywhere in the world. It’s 
easy to see the appeal of STRs for vacationers who want 
more than a hotel room, and for property owners who 
can earn much more renting by the week or month than 
with year-long leases. The result is that these units are no 
longer available for those seeking long-term housing.

Workers in tourist areas such as Jasper or Vancouver 
Island towns cannot find a place to live because existing 
dwellings are increasingly becoming STRs. Local news 
reflects mixed opinions, as many residents feel STRs 
are changing their communities. Investors buying up 
homes for use as STRs compete with buyers who are 
looking for a place to live and stay long-term. Who is 
housing for: tourists or residents/workers? Some BC 
communities now require short-term rentals to operate 
with a business licence, while others have added 
legislation that would allow only primary homeowners 
to rent out their home (either a portion of the home 
or the entire home while the owner is away), but 
enforcement remains a problem. No easy solutions, but 
huge impacts on communities.

Working From Home
While staying in Comox (with family, not in a short-
term rental!), one weekend we saw three moving vans 
on the street. In each case, the new homeowners were 
young couples moving from Greater Vancouver to work 
remotely from a new, more affordable home in a smaller 
community where they can have a yard, more space, 
and a quieter lifestyle. Work-From-Home (WFH) has 
made it possible to keep your job in Vancouver while 
living in a small town on Vancouver Island. Likewise, you 
can live in Chestermere, Airdrie, or Strathmore and work 
remotely in Calgary, perhaps driving into the city only 
on occasion.

This trend has made smaller towns suddenly attractive 
to young workers, not just to retirees or farmers and 
ranchers, and home prices in these towns may rise 
with increased demand. There will be demand for 
home office space in new housing, and a need for high-
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speed internet in outlying areas. Cities will change too, 
potentially seeing a “hollowing” out of downtown or 
more dispersed employment outside of the core, raising 
issues such as whether transit should still be focused on 
getting people to and from the city center.

What I learned on my summer vacation is that changes 
and development issues never take a rest! The most 
important thing that we can do is stay informed. Join 
your Community Association. Attend an open house 
regarding a project in your area. Learn about the pros 
and cons of any new proposal. Talk to your Councillor 
or your MLA and let them know how you feel. Don’t be 
afraid to write letters or pick up the phone.

If you are interested in community planning and 
redevelopment issues, we welcome new members to 
join us. We meet at 7:00 pm on the first Monday of every 
month in the Sportsplex Boardroom. Contact the BCA 
for more information at office@brentwoodcommunity.
com or at 403-284-3477.

Community Association
Membership Application

Surname: ___________________________________ 

First Name: __________________________________ 

Spouse: _____________________________________

Address: ____________________________________

Postal Code: ___________ Phone: _______________

Email: ______________________________________

Family $35    55 Plus (Couple) $25

Individual $12.50

Please return membership application with your 

cheque made payable to the Brentwood

Community Association

Mail or Drop Off to
Brentwood Community Association

5107 - 33 Street NW, Calgary
Alberta T2L 1V3

office@brentwoodcommunity.com

403-284-3477

We provide compassionate, family-like care

 Companionship
 Personal Care
 Light Housekeeping
 Meal Preparation
 We are a Client 
    Directed Home 
    Care Invoicing 
    (CDHCI) Provider
 We are bonded  
    and insured

Our Services:

Hearts for St. Luke’s School
Support our new playground.

Purchase a heart that will beautify our schoolyard for years to come.

Hearts will be displayed around the new playground

Hearts can be purchased for a minimum donation of $250,
large hearts for $500 or more. Tax receipt included.

https://stluke.cssd.ab.ca/playground-society
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Has The Long Wait Ended?
by Lee Hunt

After months and months of uncertainty, we strongly 
hope to be creating a mural in the underpass where 
Brisebois goes under Crowchild and comes out as 
40 Ave. In fact, by the time The Bugle comes out in 
September (I am writing this article in early August), 
the new mural could be well underway – or perhaps 
even finished!

Once the City gives final approval, Brentwood will 
receive money from three sources to finance the mural 
– Brentwood Community Enhancement Fund, The 
Calgary Foundation, and Activate YYC. We have also 
applied for an Inspiring Neighbourhood Grant but do 
not yet know whether we will receive it.

Four artists applied to create the mural. All submitted 
lively and appealing designs, so the decision was 
difficult. The judges selected the design entered by 
Lacey and Layla Art. Our grateful thanks go out to all 
four artists for contributing and to the community 
judges who made the tough decision.

The current plan is to begin the mural on August 22 and 
wrap up in early September. We have hired two artist 
assistants to work primarily with the 20 Brentwood 
young people who have volunteered to paint. Calgary 
Co-op and Freshco have both offered to provide food 
and refreshments, while volunteers from Brentview 
Baptist Church will coordinate the food tables.

Special thanks to Brentwood Mural Committee members 
Bonita McCurry, Lisa Boychuk, Linda Van Holst, Melanie 
Swailes, and Lee Hunt. Also, thanks to Eric MacKenzie, 
Paul Donker, and Dallen Osachuk who have helped us 
navigate the City bureaucracy. Additional thanks to 
Shiney Choudhary and Erin Davis who canvassed local 
businesses for support, and Isabel Chan who is handling 
communication and media for our mural project.

If you would like to donate financially to the mural, 
please contact Linda at office@brentwoodcommunity.
com. Thank you.

So, here’s hoping that the long wait is over!

Brentwood Community 
Association Public Skating
Mondays, 10:00 to 11:30 am
September 9 to December 23, 2024
January 6 to March 24, 2025

Wednesdays, 1:30 to 3:00 pm
September 11 to December 18, 2024
January 8 to March 26, 2025

No Public Skating Dates:
October 14, November 11, December 25, 30, 2024, 
and February 17, 2025
*No public skating on Statutory Holidays

Cost: $1 per person (pay at the office)

Public skating only. No sticks, pucks, sleds, or strollers. 
We do not supply skating assistance equipment. 
Anyone under age 18 must wear a helmet.
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Brentwood Cares
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation
Monday, September 30
Brentwood Cares helped host 
“Making Visible our Shared 
History: The Context for 
Renaming Institutions.” Crystal 
Fraser and Sara Komarnisky 
presented slides on residential 
schools and the 150 Acts of 
Reconciliation. We had small 
group discussions focused on 
personal acts we can all take. For me it was reading and 
encouraging local engagement in Canada’s National 
Day of Truth and Reconciliation. People may remember 
the emails about local Indigenous sources for orange 
shirts last year.

Having the Blackfoot Tipi come to Blakiston Park 
this summer was an unexpected opportunity for 
engagement. It was interesting listening to Siksika Elder 
Adrian speak about pre-contact science, the impact of 
the words we choose, and talking about the power of 
voice. He also spoke about his involvement in the Calling 
Home Ceremony for Indigenous veterans, and those 
Indigenous warriors who lost their lives fighting for us 
in WWI, WWII, and the Korean War. Adrian talked about 
the injustice done to the veterans, who when they came 
home were denied the housing and education grants 
given to the others who served.

Liza Lorenzetti shared a quote from the Honourable 
Murray Sinclair: “Education is the key to reconciliation - 
education got us into this mess and education will get 
us out of it.”

Planning is currently underway for Brentwood Cares to 
mark the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation.

Cam Howey

Little Food Library 3624 Boulton Rd NW. Can 
You Help?
Times continue to be tough for many Calgarians with the 
triple whammy of inflation, high rents, and minimum 
wage unchanged since 2018. The doubling of Calgary 
Food Bank Hamper demand between early 2023 and 
spring 2024 is perhaps the best sign of the strain on 
families. My estimate (I’ve asked for 2024 numbers), is 
that baby hampers are up tenfold from 2013!

Looking for non-perishable items like:

• Beans with or without pork
• Macaroni and cheese
• Rice
• Insta Noodles
• Cereal, Oatmeal
• Pasta and sauce
• Canned fish or meat
• Peanut butter
• Powdered milk
• Soup – Instant/Canned
• Canned fruit or vegetables
• Granola bars, nuts, dried fruit

Check your pantry for items you won’t use or that are 
close to best before (https://www.usda.gov/media/
blog/2013/06/27/you-toss-food-wait-check-it-out). 
Collect food at a garage sale or community event – 
thanks to Dave and Calgary House Concerts.

Cash/gift cards always welcome and help fill need. 
Please text 405-606-6949 before dropping these off.

Interested in Joining Brentwood Cares?
New members always welcomed, email Cam.howey@
gmail.com to get on the email list.

Mat Rentals
 Standard
 Waterhog
 Scraper
 Logo
Paper Products
 Tork Dispensers
 Paper Towel
 Centre Pulls
 Toilet Paper
 Facial Tissues

Cleaning Services
 Dry Cleaning
 Tablecloths
 Napkins
 Table Skirts
 Chair Covers
 Massage Sheets
 Face Cradles
 Gym Towels
 Face Cloths
 Chef Coats
 Coveralls
 Microfibre Cloths
 Dish Rags

Pick-Up & Drop-Off
Services

calgarymatandlinen.com | 403-279-5554
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For business classified ad rates contact 
Great News Media 
at  403-720-0762 or sales@greatnewsmedia.ca

NEPTUNE PLUMBING & HEATING LTD: Qualified 
journeymen plumbers/gasfitters, very experienced in 
Brentwood. Upfront pricing. Reliable, conscientious, 
fully guaranteed. Mon - Fri 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. 24-hour 
emergency service, call 403-255-7938. “Showering you 
with great service.”

OFFICIAL PLUMBING & HEATING: Small company, 
low overhead, excellent warranties, and great rates. 
Specializing in residential service and installs. Services 
include furnace service and replacement, hot water tank 
service and replacement, leaks, clogs, gas fitting, and more. 
Licensed and insured. Why wait? Call today and get it fixed 
today! Available 24/7, we accept debit/VISA/MasterCard. 
Call 403-837-4023 or email info@officialplumbingheating.
ca; www.official-plumbing-heating.ca.

BRENTWOOD MORTGAGE BROKER: Save a bunch 
of cash! As a Calgary mortgage broker, I have helped 
your neighbors navigate their purchase, refinance, 
and renewal options. If you are looking for expert 
mortgage advice, excellent rates, many options, and 
better financing, Call Anita at 403-771-8771 | anita@
anitamortgage.ca | Licensed by Avenue Financial.

CALGARY FRESH JOCK: We expertly clean sports 
equipment including hockey, lacrosse, football, baseball, 
wrestling and more. Cleaned, disinfected & refreshed for 
better health and performance. Conveniently located at 
109, 10836 24th Street SE, Calgary. Call 403-726-9301 to 
keep your sports gear in top shape. Equipment pick-up 
/ drop-off service available.

CALGARY MAT & LINEN: Get high-quality mat and linen 
services with pick-up and drop-off from Calgary Mat & 
Linen! We offer expert rental and cleaning for hospitality 
and healthcare industries. Contact us at 403-279-5554 
or visit https://calgarymatandlinen.com/ to learn more 
and get a quote. We are located in SE Calgary. 

BARKER’S FINE DRY CLEANING: We specialize in 
pressed shirts, wedding dresses, and exquisite linens, 
including sheets, duvets, and pillow cases. Your premier 
destination for impeccable garment care, situated in 
the heart of Douglas Glen at 109, 10836 24th St SE. For 
unmatched service, contact us at 403-282-2226. Pick-
Up/Drop-Off Service Available.

Constituency Office New Location
#232A, 3630 Brentwood Rd NW
Calgary, AB T2L 1K8

The Calgary-Varsity Constituency Office has moved! 
You can now find us at Brentwood Village Shopping 
Centre, on the second floor of the Office/Professional 
Building directly opposite from the main mall 
entrance and Starbucks.

Please note that the MLA constituency offices 
continue to be appointment only for security reasons.

DIGITAL NEWSLETTER SIGNUP:

MLA Calgary - Varsity
Dr. Luanne Metz
Opposition Critic for Health

 403-216-5436
 calgary.varsity@assembly.ab.ca
  @drmetzndp |  @luanne_metz

SWANBY LAW
NANCY  A. SWANBY
• Barrister • Solicitor  • Mediator

Wills & Estates Planning and Estate Administration
Collaborative Family Law

Residential Real Estate

Wills, Enduring Powers of  Attorney, Personal 
Directives, and Probate

Suite 226, Market Mall Professional Centre
4935 – 40th Avenue NW Calgary, AB T3A 2N1

Direct Line: (403) 520-5455  
Facsimile:  (403) 984-4842

e-mail: nancy@swanby.com
(house calls and after-hours appts. still available)

12 S E P T E M B E R 2024 |  We ♥ Ca lgary  |  Ca l l  403-720-0762 to  Adver t i se



BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS
FALCONER HANDYMAN SERVICES LTD: Stucco 
patching, re-stucco, small renovations, flooring, drywall 
and painting, foundation parging, and small concrete 
work. We can also build or fix decks, fences, etc. No job 
is too small. Fully insured. WCB and BBB member. For 
free estimates, please call Wes at 403-809-3644 or email 
handyfalconer@gmail.com.

ADAIR TREE CARE LTD. PROFESSIONAL ARBORISTS: 
Calgary’s trusted arborists since 1997. Expert tree 
pruning, removal, stump grinding, pest and disease 
management, fertilization, and planting. We love your 
trees! 403-686-6030, www.adairtreecare.com.

NEIGHBOURHOOD CONFLICT? Community Mediation 
Calgary Society (CMCS) is a no-cost mediation and conflict 
coaching service that can help you resolve problems and 
restore peace! We help neighbours be neighbours again! 
www.communitymediation.ca, 403-269-2707.

JEFFREY ELECTRIC: Friendly, professional electrical 
service for your next residential project, large or small. 
10 years serving Calgary, City Qualified Trade, Master 
Electrician, licensed, insured. Very competitive rates for 
quality electrical work. Service panel upgrades from 
60 amp to 200 amp. Car chargers, aluminum rewiring, 
custom kitchens and basements. Free estimates. www.
cejelectric.com or call Clayton at 403-970-5441.

GUTTER DOCTOR: Home exterior services. We do 
eavestrough cleaning, repairs, and installation as well 
as downspouts, fascia, soffit, siding, roofing, cladding, 
leaf screens, heat cables, window washing and pressure 
washing. Local business for over 20 years with more 
than 60,000 happy customers! Licensed, insured, and 
WCB. A+ rated BBB member. Multi award-winner. 
Quality work with a warranty! www.gutterdoctor.ca, 
403-714-0711.

E.G.K. GENERAL CONTRACTING/RENOVATIONS AND 
HANDYMAN SERVICES: Drywall, taping, texturing, 
painting, tile work, t-bar ceilings, flooring, plumbing, 
water line breaks, flood and fire restoration, mold 
remediation, electrical and more. 40+ years of experience. 
Licensed, insured, carry W.C.B. B.B.B. accredited A+ rating. 
Check out my website at www.egkcontracting.com or 
call Erich at 403-606-2493.

TLC CLEANING: Over 20 years’ experience in the 
business! TLC Cleaning is a small and personalized house 
cleaning company with an eye for detail. Licensed, 
insured, bonded, and WCB covered for your peace of 
mind. Excellent rates and references; environmentally-
friendly options too. Everyone needs a little TLC! Free 
estimates; please call Carol at 403-614-8522 or email 
tlc.cleaning@shaw.ca.

LANDSCAPING & WINDOW CLEANING: Weekly yard 
care starting at $39. Decorative mulch, rock, soil and 
sod installation. Window or gutter cleaning starting at 
$109; interior or exterior. Garden beds, stone patios, 
walkways and rock walls. Deck and fence builds, small 
concrete jobs and synthetic grass installation. A+ 
Member of BBB. Licensed and Insured. WCB. 403-265- 
4769 | YardBustersLandscaping.com.

•Gutters •Downspouts •Fascia  
• •Siding Soffit • •Cladding  Roofing  

•Gutter Cleaning

403-714-0711 • gutterdoctor.ca

•Gutters •Downspouts •Fascia  
• •Siding Soffit • •Cladding  Roofing  

•Gutter Cleaning

403-714-0711 • gutterdoctor.ca

Home exterior services. We do eavestrough cleaning, repairs, & 
installation as well as downspouts, fascia, soffit, siding, roofing, 
cladding, leaf screens, heat cables, power washing & window 

cleaning. Local business for over 20 years with more than  
60,000 happy customers! Licensed, insured, and WCB. A+ rated 
BBB member. Multi award-winner. Quality work with a warranty!

403-714-0711 
gutterdoctor.ca
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Off the Bookshelf
by Rosemary Brown

A Grandmother Begins the Story interweaves several 
narratives by award-winning author, poet, and journalist 
Michelle Porter, a member of the Manitoba Métis 
Federation who teaches creative writing and Métis 
literature at Memorial University in St. John’s.

Her characters span five generations of women. Else 
or “Mame” is in the afterlife; her daughter Genevieve 
is dying of cancer; her granddaughter Lucy wishes to 
die; her great granddaughter Allie is estranged from 
her mother Lucy and gave her daughter Carter up 
for adoption; and finally, there is Carter herself. Also 
present with consciousness and voice are a bison, the 
Earth, and even Genevieve’s car. Once one figures out 
the relationships the novel moves along at a rapid pace, 
from one short tale to the next and back again.

Along the way many important themes are touched 
on: the impact of the disappearance of the bison herds 
on the grasslands, residential schools, the child welfare 
system, intergenerational trauma, marital and family 
relationships, motherhood, the importance of music, 
and the loss of and search for identity and family.

Porter packs a lot into these interconnected slices of life 
and is well worth reading.

The other Settlers’ book club selection was Becoming 
Kin: An Indigenous Call for Understanding the Past by 
Patty Krawec. Krawec, of Anishinaabe and Ukrainian 
descent, is from the Lac Seul First Nation in Ontario and 
is host of the podcast Medicine for the Resistance.

In the foreword Nick Estes, an Indigenous scholar and 
activist from the US, sketches the terrible toll that 
colonization and capitalism have wreaked on the world, 
especially when it comes to economic disparity and 
climate change. He refers to those who have amassed 
wealth from these processes as the “fat takers.”

Krawec paints a path forward, one grounded in 
understanding the past and how we came to be in 
the situation we find ourselves today. The first part of 
her book is a recapitulation of the impact of ongoing 
colonization in the US and Canada: many of the themes 
are familiar but addressed in new ways.

At the heart of colonization and the ensuing economic 
disparity and environmental degradation is the 

dispossession of Indigenous peoples from their lands. This 
was based on very different attitudes and understandings 
towards land and the relationship Indigenous peoples 
have with it. For Europeans, the land was a commodity 
with resources to be extracted, and economic progress 
was to be based on accumulation instead of sharing.

Colonization and the commodification of land “severed 
Indigenous relations with the land and the land’s 
relation to the Creator.” Colonization has meant “endless 
cyclical losses—of lives, lands, and histories.” This has 
led to intense feelings of grief, not only for people but 
the land itself.

For Krawec, the land expresses grief through flooding 
and fires and dust. But “grief is the persistence of love” 
and it is in this sprit that Krawec writes that settlers have 
two paths or roads before them—one is green and 
lush, and the other is barren. Choosing the green and 
lush road entails “Becoming Kin”, building different 
relations with the land and its life, and especially 
Indigenous peoples.

What does “Becoming Kin” mean? Krawec states 
that “Land Back” means “sharing and changing our 
relationship to the land. Decolonization involves 
returning some land and changing our behaviour 
towards the land. We also need to stand in solidarity 
with Indigenous peoples when they engage in protest 
to defend their lands.” As Nick Estes says, “land defenders 
are the ancestors of the future.”

Becoming Kin with Indigenous peoples means 
building relationships with them and “putting our 
stories together,” including those of our ancestors. Not 
doing so means the continuation of “siloed identities 
and erasure.”

She argues that we need to claim all our ancestors and 
their legacies, even if problematic. Coming to grips 
with the historical relationship when becoming kin 
involves “having difficult conversations.” She points out 
that while many of our ancestors came here fleeing 
oppression, Indigenous peoples had nowhere to flee 
the oppression of colonization.

Krawec also says that “being a settler or colonizer is not 
what we are but what we do. We are not responsible for 
past colonization, but we are responsible for addressing 
the consequences. And it is being accountable that 
frees us to act.”
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She suggests the following possible actions for building 
relations:

• Go to where Indigenous people gather
• Listen
• Stand alongside Indigenous peoples in their 

campaigns for justice
• Volunteer
• Speak to and organize the people around us
• Join Indigenous-led groups
• Write letters, speak out, and donate

Krawec offers more insights and ways to think about 
our historical and present relations with the land and 
Indigenous peoples. The divergent paths, one green 
and lush and the other barren, lie before us. What choice 
will we make?

Need Mortgage 
Solutions? 
We’ve Got You 
Covered! 
Prime, Alternative, 
Reverse – We Do It 
All! Let Us Find Your 
Perfect Fit Today! 

Licensed by Avenue Financial

403-771-8771
anita@anitamortgage.caANITA

ACQUIRE AND RETAIN NEW CUSTOMERS.
Your Ad Geofenced Precisely in Your Target Market  

on our Carefully Selected Network of Premium Sites.

Call 403-720-0762 | sales@greatnewsmedia.ca

GET NOTICED
Fall Super 
Thrift Sale
Saturday, September 28
9:0Oam-1:00pm
Hillhurst-Sunnyside Community Centre
1320 - 5th Avenue NW

The Samaritan Club of Calgary’s 
Super Thrift Sale is the oldest, largest,

 single day ‘thrift’ sale event in the city. 
Great deals on collectables, clothing for all,

 books, toys, art, shoes, jewelry, linens,
 household goods and more.



SOLD! SOLD! SOLD!
BRENTWOOD—BULYEA ROAD…............SOLD for 99.7% of asking price  
CHINATOWN—3 AVENUE.…..................SOLD for 95.5% of asking price     

Top #8 Team in the year of 2023

ON THE MARKET

DANNY 
WAI

“Professionals 
DO get results!”

Free Home Evaluations Anytime 
No Cost & No Obligation

Call Danny Wai
at 403-247-5171
and Start Packing!
Not intended to solicit currently listed properties.

Re/Max Real Estate
Mountain View

201 - 4600 Crowchild Trail NW
Calgary AB T3A 2L6 

Email: dannywai678@gmail.com 
www.dannywai.com

Visit my website, 
www.dannywai.com, 
for all my listings with 

photos, anytime!

401-7 STREET SW MEDICINE HAT
An excellent opportunity to own this corner commercial building in this high 
traffic location in SW Hill-Medicine Hat. This vacant side used to be a 
medical foot clinic, has 4 exam rooms, an office, reception area, kitchen, 
bathroom, and laboratory. It can be used for any type of business/office; 
dentist, lawyer firm, accountant, medical doctors, real estate, and more. 
Roof has an updated rubber membrane and rooftop furnace/air 
conditioning unit.
Asking $619,900 mls# A2141032

VARSITY—VARSITY DRIVE 
Great potential in this two bedroom bungalow-style unit townhouse at 
McLaurin Village in Varsity. Newer LVP flooring in the front entrance, dining 
room, kitchen, and bathroom. The comfort of the unit also includes air 
conditioning, in-suite laundry, and a sizable storage area. 3 min walk to 
street transit stops. Short walk to Brentwood LRT (600m) and U of C. 5 min 
drive to the University District, Market Mall, Foothill and Children’s Hospitals.
Asking $319,900 mls# A2147122

3320 BOULTON ROAD NW (BRENTWOOD)
Stunning brand new, custom built two-storey home in Brentwood. 3,630 
sq.ft plus legal basement suite with separate entrance, high ceilings, total 
of 7 bedrooms, 4.5 bathrooms, 3 bedrooms with ensuites, 9 ft ceiling in 
basement. Two detached garage. Short walk to all levels of school, 
Brentwood LRT station, U of C, and shopping.
Asking $2,199,000 mls# A2153745

SO
LD

CHARLESWOOD—CHARLESWOOD DRIVE
Outstanding bungalow in Charleswood with 2,135 sq.ft of total living space. 
Three + one bedrooms. Upgrades include: Triple-pane windows, siding, 
steel tile roof, a new sewer line, and more. The sizable fenced backyard 
features space to build your own garage, and a custom-built 
8’ x 12’ hobby workshop. Close to all amenities.
Asking $619,900 mls# A2132688

SO
LD

ON THE MARKET


